
TRINITY CENTER COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Special Meeting  

Nov. 28, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman McHugh at 10:03 a.m. Other members 
present:  Glen Ahmann, Virginia Allin, Dewey Baird, and Drew Rusnak. 2 members of 
the public were also present. Kelli Gant recorded minutes of this meeting. 

Announcements  

Chairman McHugh reported that this meeting was called to discuss and possibly approve 
a resolution accepting a CalFire matching grant. A special meeting was necessary since 
the deadline of December 1st for a response to CalFire from the CSD was only recently 
discovered. The 3-day advance notice of this special meeting was published in all the 
usual places, including the Post Office, the IOOF Hall bulletin board, the General Store 
bulletin board, and at Lucky’s office. Notice of the meeting was also published on the 
NorthTrinityLake.com website. 

Because this is a special meeting, all regular agenda items except Public Comment and 
the New Business of the resolution will be deferred to the next regular meeting scheduled 
for December 4, 2012. 

Public Comment  

The Trinity Center VFD Grant Writer Steve Renten explained the CalFire grant and its 
restrictions: 

• The grant is for $6,057.00 with a responsibility for the TCCSD to match the same 
amount. All of the grant money does not need to be used. The balance must be 
returned to the CalFire grant program. The District should inform CalFire as soon 
as possible if they will not use all of the money so that it can be reallocated to 
other departments. 

• The grant acceptance commits the District to spending some money 
• The CalFire grant category is Wildland Personal Protection and Safety.  
• The CalFire is administering this federal grant 
• The grant must go through the entire signature process at all levels before the 

money can be used. No purchases can be made before the process is complete. 
• For any purchase over $5,000, the federal government will have a vested interest 

until the item is deprecated below $5,000. Meaning, any money made by the sale 
of that item before depreciation must be split with the government.  

The TCVFD requested in the grant application: Wildland protection gear (eight jackets, 
15 pants, eight pair of boots and socks), goggles, tool belts, hearing protection, respirators 
and filters, and radio base station. 



Mr. Renten said that the exact list of items purchase can be modified as long as the 
purchases stay within the grant purpose categories.  

Notes on TCVFD equipment needs requested in the grant application: 

• Respirators are life limited to 5yrs 
• Some of the current TCVFD wildland gear is either worn or was treated with a 

life limited fire retardant chemical that is out-of-date 
• The FCC mandates that, by the end of June 2013, the termination of use of the 

wide-band radios that TCVFD currently owns 

New Business 

Grant Acceptance Resolution: 

Discussion was held by board members: 

• Maybe purchase a radio for FEAT so they have a narrow-band radio. FEAT will 
need at least one radio that can legally transmit through the repeater. The rest of 
the FEAT members could use FRS radios.  

• What budget do the purchases come from? Director Ahmann recommends that the 
CSD schedule a long-term budget strategy meeting to determine the District’s 
needs priorities and review the current MOU between the CSD and VFD that 
defines purchase allocation. 

• Purchase funds will be appropriated at the time of the purchase 

The question was asked if any of grant items to be purchased help the District’s ISO 
rating. Chairman McHugh stated that the radios will help under the communications 
category. And he noted that ISO is focused on fighting structure fires, not wildland fires.  

Chairman McHugh said that the District resolution is the standard CalFire grant 
resolution template for this type of grant modified to meet our District terminology.  

Chairman McHugh read through the obligations that the District will be committing to by 
signing the resolution.  

Director Ahmann moved that the board adopt Resolution 2012-01 accepting the matching 
grant in the amount of up to $6,057. Director Rusnak seconded the motion. The chairman 
called for a vote and the resolution passed unanimously.  

 Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 

 

 


